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Hosts of adult and immature Hyalomma marginatum rufipes in South Africa 
 

 
Stage of development and host species 

Total hosts 
examined 

Total ticks 
collected 

Mean 
ticks/host 

Adult ticks    
Cattle 1 572 11 125 7.1 
Sheep 4 166 2 360 0.6 
Goat 921 47 0.1 
Eland, Taurotragus oryx 16 1 377 86.1 
Gemsbok, Oryx gazella 24 70 2.9 
Black Wildebeest, Connochaetes gnou 15 38 2.5 
Giraffe, Giraffa camelopardalis 6 4 0.7 
Burchell’s zebra, Equus burchelli 1 12 12 
Immature ticks    
Cape hare, Lepus capensis 66 707 10.7 
Scrub hare, Lepus saxatilis 186 1665 8.9 
Crested francolin, Francolinus sephaena 23 523 22.7 
Swainson’s francolin, Francolinus swainsonii 1 2 2 
Helmeted guineafowl, Numida meleagris 106 378 3.6 
Crowned plover, Vanellus coronatus 3 29 9.7 
Spotted eagle owl, Bubo africanus 1 24 24 
Pied startling, Spreo bicolor 4 10 2.5 
Wattled starling, Creatophora cinerea 31 88 2.8 
Red bishop, Euplectes orix 4 8 2 
Melodious lark, Mirafra cheniana 6 21 3.5 
Clapper lark, Mirafra apiata 22 116 5.3 
Thickbilled lark, Galerida magnirostris 2 2 1 
Spikeheeled lark, Chersomanes albofasciata 34 100 2.9 
Redcapped lark, Calandrella cinerea 1 1 1 
Pinkbilled lark, Spizocorys conirostris 1 4 4 
Cape robin, Cossypha caffra 4 17 4.2 
Karoo robin, Erythropygia coryphaeus 7 47 6.7 
Desert cisticola, Cisticola aridula 1 2 2 
Cloud cisticola, Cisticola textrix 5 7 1.4 
Marico flycatcher, Melaenornis mariquensis 1 2 2 
Fiscal flycatcher, Sigelus silens 3 9 3 
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